
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Places 
 

After the Storm by 

Nick Butterworth 

WB 03.01.22 

Countries & Continents 

What the Ladybird 

Heard on Holiday by 

Julia Donaldson  

WB: 17.01.22 

Towns & Cities 

The Town mouse & 

the Country mouse 

WB: 24.01.22  

Mountains & Volcanoes 

Volcanoes by Stephanie 

Turnbull 

WB:31.01.22 
The Funfair 

 

WB: 07.02.22 



 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Communication and Language 
• Look at different snowflake pictures and discuss how each 

snowflake is different and unique and relate back to how we are 
unique. Share what makes you special.  

• During circle time talk about the children’s about favourite 
season and their opinions on winter. What clothing is their 
favourite and what don’t they like about winter?  

• Children build an igloo and find various ways to persevere it to 
complete their structure.   

• Stories and songs from other countries. 

• Story telling using props.  

• Learn to say ‘hello’ in different languages.  

• Collect water in containers in the garden and talk about the 
importance of water in different countries and how we need to 
use water carefully.  

• Read the story ‘The town mouse and the country mouse.   
• Create circle time and discuss the city we live in. Ask about what 

they see around, building, cars, trees etc. Explain the following 
definition: ‘A city is a large urban area with a greater 
geographical area, higher population, and population density, 
and is more developed than a town. On the other hand, a town is 
an urban area with a larger area than a village but smaller than a 
city.’ 

• Look at and examine famous mountains and their facts. 
• Talk about the impact of a volcanic eruption on the lives of 

people who live nearby. Explain that when a volcano erupts, ash 
rains down and covers everything on land and people have to 
wear face masks to help them breathe. 

• ‘Fairground Roleplay’ area with food stalls and a ticket counter. 
• Create a discussion about how clowns may make us feel? Discuss 

how some children may be frightened or uncomfortable and why 
they may feel like this.  

 

• Ask the children to describe what they observe when melting a 
large block of ice.   

• Explore non-fiction books about winter and make a collection of 
winter vocabulary. 

• Collect artefacts from around the world – Russian dolls, African 
drums or masks, bells, sari material etc.  

• Memory games – ‘I went to market and I bought…’  

• Look at holiday photos from abroad.  

• Get relatives who are abroad to send postcards – display them on 
a world map.  

• Make up a global alphabet using words associated with other 
countries.  

• Tuff tray – ‘Lego city’ set up. 
• Role play – Explore ‘cardboard city’. 
• Discuss where different mountains are found, the different types 

of mountains, names of mountains and how there are 
underwater mountains. 

• Play the sound of a volcano eruption on the tablet and hide it 
somewhere in the setting. Challenge the children to listen and 
search out where the sound is coming from. Talk about the 
sounds the volcano makes. 

• Show the children a picture of a circus scene on the Interactive 
Whiteboard and ask them to discuss what they can see. Ask them 
to think about what they might hear and what they might smell 
too. After they have done this play a sound clip from the circus 
and ask them to imagine they are in an actual circus.  

• Discuss circuses with the children, talking about new information 
and what the children already know about circuses and different 
performers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Physical Development 

• Children to create a winter tree by gluing twigs to a plain background. Add snow to the scene carefully using cotton buds and white 
paint, using pompoms and cotton wool. 

• Children to play a dressing up game with winter clothing.  
• Children to re-enact the story of Jack Frost, thinking about questions such as how would Jack frost move? 

• Simple Origami, African weaving. 
• Use chopsticks to eat Chinese food.  
• Dressing up in different costumes from other countries. 
• Have a go at tai chi or yoga.  
• Play children’s games from other countries.  
• Carry things in baskets on your head/water in a bucket/bundles of washing on your back.  

• Build a city using small wooden blocks. 

• Create a ‘Volcano Life cycle’, using cutting and sequencing.  

• Mould volcano shapes in wet sand and sprinkle on red and orange coloured sand for lava, or use clay and paint. Add this to tuff spot 
trays and surround these volcano shapes with water and rocks, or add the volcano shapes to the sand tray.  

• Create a paper plate ring toss, using kitchen roll and paper plates 

• Look at the photographs showing different acrobats performing at a circus. Set up some equipment in an outside area for children to 
explore and use for different circus activities. Equipment could include hula hoops, bucket stilts and balls or beanbags for juggling. 
Children could also explore activities similar to tightrope walking by walking along a bench, a skipping rope on the ground or a chalk line. 

 

Literacy Maths 
• Read the story ‘Jack Frost’. Ask the children to retell the story 

using role play.   
• Create a winter reading cave outside using white blankets and 

cushions covered with white sheets.  
• Draw around a child on the chalk mat and ask the children to use 

chalks to add winter clothing to the outline. Children to label 
each item of clothing using their sound and letter knowledge.   

• What the Ladybird Heard on Holiday by Julia Donaldson  
• Recite the continents from largest to smallest.  
• Draw a picture of a suitcase and all the things they might take on 

holiday.  
• Create a passport. 

• Pictures of different types of houses in cities and compare them 
to our own homes. Draw their own town with different homes 
and label.   

•  In the city I see – writing frame.  

• One more one less activity using winter themed pictures (sledge, 
snowball, snowman, snowflake, lights).  

• Subitise number of snowflakes on a tree.  
• Explore 3D shapes. Focus on cubes and cuboids and ask the 

children to build an igloo using them.  
• Russian Dolls and other things that fit inside each other.  
• Looking at Foreign coins.  
• Role play areas – shops from other countries.  
• Look at the patterns on different national flags.  
• Sorting artefacts to their appropriate country.  
• Learn to count to 5 or 10 in another language  

• Simple map/maze to follow to find way back home. 

• Build a city counting and subitising game. 

• Measure and compare the heights of different volcanoes and 
mountains.  



• Create a word bank of vocabulary to describe volcanic eruptions. 
Write the words on a flip chart paper. Keep adding to the list and 
encourage the children to have a go at adding to the list 
themselves. 

• Read ‘Volcanoes’ by Stephanie Turnbull to find out what 
volcanoes are and why and how they erupt. 

• Labelling different parts of a volcano/mountain 
• Design a poster to advertise the circus/fair coming to town or to 

advertise one of the circus acts. 

• Gather a collection of fiction and non-fiction books for a circus-
themed book box for children to explore. Add some circus 
pictures for extra enhancement and provide a colourful tent as a 
big top reading tent. Encourage the children to use the books to 
learn more about circuses and performers. 

 

• Provide jugs and funnels for the children to fill clear squeezable 
bottles with red coloured water. Encourage the children to 
squeeze the bottles so that the ‘lava water’ overflows. Encourage 
the use of mathematical language to talk about filling and 
emptying the bottles. 

• Examine maps and discuss where volcanoes/Mountain can be 
found.  

• Create tickets and money for the funfair or circus. 

• Use different coloured balloons to create patterns and ask the children 
to carry on the patterns. Then ask the children to design some bunting 
with a repeating pattern, using a circus theme 

Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 
• On a winter’s day, take the children outside to explore winter 

with their senses, 
• Ask the children about the different foods they enjoy eating 

during the winter to keep them warm.  
• Cover a table top with a large paper world map. Provide children 

with magnifying glasses and small world characters. Ask the 
children to look for snowy environments on the map, such as the 
North and South Pole. 

• World maps, globes and atlases.  
• Compare the 5 oceans.  
• Taste food from other countries- Indian sweets/German Stollen 

cake/French croissants/Chinese rice etc.  
• Label a world map with children’s names of places they have 

been/ their relatives live.  
• Play ‘Fruit Salad’ with fruits from around the world.  
• Posters and pictures showing scenes from other countries. 

• Make a town using paper bags.  

• Create different colour roof using coloured bottle caps. 

• Look at the layers of the Earth and create these layers with 
playdough 

• Discuss how volcanoes erupt with the children.  

• Create winter paintings by asking the children to draw a 
snowman, snowflake or winter tree onto white paper using a 
white wax crayon, before washing over the paper with blue ink to 
create a wax resist painting.  

• Show the children how to create winter snowflakes by carefully 
using scissors to cut small shapes from folded paper.  

• Use instruments and voice sounds to create noises related to 
winter.  

• My place in the world craft activity.   
• Construct landscapes in different countries, look at their features 

and why they are well known.  
• Use playdough to create world continents. 

• Create city skyline. 

• Cityscape collages. 

• Create a paper mache volcano. 

• Volcano science experiment. Discuss how volcanic eruptions are 
formed.  

• Volcano Paint splatters. Create large-scale volcano spatter 
pictures using large A3 pieces of brown picture and orange, red 
and yellow paint.  



• Introduce environmental concepts. Ask the children how circus 
animals get trained. Discuss with the children how many 
countries have restricted animals being used and ask the children 
about their opinions.  

• Make some popcorn with the children and explore how it 
changes as it is heated. 

 

• Provide a range of tools, equipment and construction toys for 
children to build circus tents. Encourage the children to build 
their structures with empty cardboard boxes or construction toys 
and then cover the frames with paper or fabric. 

• Provide paint for the children to paint clown pictures. Encourage 
the children to explore colour mixing to create different colours 
they would like to use. Encourage the children to explore 
painting simple shapes and patterns to decorate the clown’s 
clothes 

  


